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Informit  Explore Overview 
Informit Explore is designed to support teaching and learning in Australasian secondary schools 

and public libraries for teachers, librarians, and students. It offers a curriculum-aligned, browsable 

search experience across a wide range of subjects and topics, with curated articles and 

educational resources that make it easier to get started with research. It also provides access to 

Informit's complete full text collections. 

Explore Media is a video add-on to your Explore subscription that enables staff and students to 

move seamlessly between videos and articles, only available in Australian schools. The Media 

Hub provides a video-focused search experience, with curated films, documentaries, television 

series, and news and current affairs shows. Schools may set classification limits for students while 

teachers and librarians enjoy unrestricted access to all Informit resources. Explore Media also 

offers interactive screen guides for key titles. These guides provide discussion 

questions, classroom activities, curated clips, and related content, and are aligned with the 

Australian Curriculum. 

Access the Explore Media User Guide here.

Contact us to request an Explore Media Trial
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https://support.informit.org/knowledge-base/explore-media-user-guide
https://search.informit.org/contactus


Tailoring Explore access to suit your library
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To set up Explore at your school or library, you must establish an authentication method. This allows staff and 

students to seamlessly access Explore through your library.

Explore supports multiple authentication methods:

✓ Single Sign On (SSO)

✓ Library Login and Passcode

✓ IP Range

✓ EZProxy

Once a whole school or library authentication method has been set up, we need an administrator, typically the 

librarian, and strongly recommend individual accounts for teachers and staff. See page 5 for further information on:

✓ Administrator accounts

✓ Individual teacher and staff accounts

For more detailed information, access these Knowledge Base articles:

Authentication options and Setting up an Administrator account.

https://support.informit.org/knowledge-base/informit-explore-access-and-authentication
https://support.informit.org/knowledge-base/administrator-account


Administrator, Teacher and Staff access
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An administrator account has access to enhanced features and self-service tools:

✓ Usage analytics

✓ Managing administrator, teacher and staff access

✓ Adding your branding and logo

An individual teacher or staff account enables staff to unlock special features that are not available to 

students or patrons:

✓ Save search queries to refine or run later

✓ Create search alerts to receive notification when new resources are added

✓ Create, save, and share video clips (for schools with media subscriptions)

Personalise your Explore experience: Did you know that you can create Explore posters and 

information sheets for your own library? Click here. Or ask our Customer Success Team for assistance 

here. 

https://about.informit.org/news/explore-customisable-media-kit-templates/
mailto:support.informit@rmit.edu.au


Creating an individual teacher or staff account

Creating your individual account

1. Open Informit Explore: search.informit.org/explore

2. Click the Login/Register button at the top right of the screen and select "register"  

3. Provide your staff email address and set up a password. 

4. A verification email is sent to your staff email. Follow the link to authenticate your registration. 

5. When logged in, your name displays at top right, along with the name of your school or library.

6. You may log out of your individual account at any time and use your school’s or library’s account.

7. SSO: If your library uses Single Sign-On (SSO), you will need to log in through your institution’s

portal first and then log in with your staff email to access individual features. 

Video step-by-step instructions are available also: Logging in to Explore
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Logged into the library account – 

your library’s name displays for 

staff and students.

Your own name displays only 

when you are logged into your 

individual account. Click your 

name to log out of your personal 

account  at any time.

https://search.informit.org/explore
https://support.informit.org/knowledge-base/informit-explore-logging-into-explore


The Explore Home Page was built for browsing and 

contains a wealth of curated resources for teachers, 

librarians and students.

Explore subjects and issues Select a subject tile to view 

related issues. All issues align with the current Australian 

curriculum and are regularly updated.  Use the "See all" 

buttons to view the full directory of issues under each 

subject.

Scroll down the homepage to view featured book series, 

watch expert perspective videos, and see trending articles 

and videos.

Get help Further guides and information can be found at 

the bottom of the Explore Home Page
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Navigating Informit Explore



Issue pages are designed with the classroom in mind and provide introductions to complex topics. They aim to be 

informative, but not overwhelming, and guide students toward their own research and thinking. Many teachers 

report that our issues pages can easily be configured into a 90-minute lesson plan. 
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Explore Issues pages

Within each issue page you will find:

✓ Issues Summary which includes:

✓ An overview of the topic

✓ Discussion and comprehension questions

✓ Curriculum Links. All issue pages are 

mapped to version 9 of the curriculum

✓ Current top 5 featured articles, which are 

regularly updated

✓ “See more” Links to further curated resources

✓ Expert interviews. Many issue pages include 

video interviews where experts express their 

opinions on the issue. These videos are a great 

way to start a conversation and get students 

interested in the topic



An Issue Summary can be assigned as a reading task for students 

as they provide a high-level, Australian focused overview of the 

issue. They can also be cited for research assignments.
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Explore Issue Summaries

Cite the issues summary or any of the curated 

resources using the Cite button.

Save an Issue Summary to your reading list. This 

function is only available to teachers and librarians 

when logged into their individual account. View your 

reading lists via “my account”.
Comprehension and Discussion Questions are 

included in every issues summary and are ideal for 

classroom discussion, individual student study or group 

work.



Featured articles 

Each issues page displays the top 5 most recent curated resources.  

New resources are regularly added to all issues pages.

All featured resources have been professionally chosen for their:

• Relevance to the issue

• Recency

• Australian and New Zealand focus

• Suitability for secondary school students

Reading levels. 

Explore’s curated text resources display reading levels to guide students: 

• Basic: Years 7-9 and above. Shorter and written in plain English.

• Intermediate: Years 10-11 and above. More complex and longer, but 

still accessible to a wide audience.

• Advanced: Years 12 and above. Highly detailed or technical 

articles written in more advanced language. 

See More Featured articles opens a list of further curated resources.
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Featured Articles
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Viewing an Article Page and PDF

Click the title of any resource to view the article page and read the 

bibliographic information and abstract or summary.

View PDF to open the whole article in PDF format.

Tools at top right of the PDF page enable you to 

search for a word or term within the PDF, 

download or print the PDF, or zoom in or out.

The article’s bibliographic information is clearly 

laid out in the left-hand panel.



Pre-formatted searches have been created for every issue and are a 

useful tool to enable students to find their own resources for a project. 

The search acts on all resources across all publication dates, so initial 

results may be large. Articles found via a search may not have reading 

levels.

Filter your search results to create a more manageable resource list. A 

variety of filters are found in the panel to the left of the results display. The 

panel includes:

✓ Applied filters: displays filters you have used. Click any to remove them

✓ Publication date: use the slider or type into the year windows

✓ Resource type: limit your results to only journals, only books, only 

conferences or only video and sound

✓ Genre: applies to video only

Return to Explore at any time via the Home Button or the logo
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Searching with pre - formatted
searches



Searching tips

✓ Start with a broad search. A single-word search is likely to return a 

huge number of results unless very specific eg: chrysanthemum

✓ Consider alternative terms with the same meaning eg: physiotherapist 

(Australia/NZ) and “physical therapist” (US) 

✓ Place phrases inside speech marks eg: "wuthering heights", "deep 

time" "michelle yeoh" or "climate change"

✓ Use the AND boolean operator between terms or phrases to narrow 

your search to only resources that contain every one of your terms eg: 

Oscars AND “michelle yeoh” AND “crouching tiger”

✓ Use the OR Boolean operator between terms to widen your search to 

resources containing any one of your terms eg: “physical therapist” 

OR physiotherapist – retrieves results containing either “physical 

therapist” or physiotherapist or both of the terms
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Creating your own search

Start searching! Simply type into the search window 

and Enter or select the magnifying glass

Start a new search at any time by clicking back into 

the search window

Home button or Logo Returns you to the Explore 

main page

Advanced search can be used for more complex 

searches. (See more on the next page)



Edit search: Amends a simple or advanced search. It 

opens the Advanced Search window where you may 

add or remove search terms and filters and re-run the 

search. You may edit your search as many times as 

you wish.

Save search saves your complex search to run or 

edit later. Log into your individual account to save a 

search. Access saved searches via “my account”. Re-

run and edit saved searches as many times as 

required.

Here's a short video that summarises more complex 

searching on Explore. You'll find more detailed 

information on this page and in our search strategies 

tutorial and guide. 
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Advanced Search. Saving and Editing Searches

Advanced Search is recommended for complex queries and opens the Advanced Search screen where you can 

input search terms and apply filters activating the search.

https://support.informit.org/knowledge-base/a-deep-dive-into-search-strategies
https://support.informit.org/knowledge-base/a-deep-dive-into-search-strategies


Citing Explore Resources
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It is vital to acknowledge others’ work and intellectual 

property by correctly citing resources that have been 

used for any assignment or presentation.

To Cite: Simply view the record and select the Cite 

button to open the Export Citation pop-up. Choose a 

style then copy/paste the citation into your assignment, 

notes or lesson plan, or download it into a referencing 

tool, such as EndNote. 

Citations include the item’s identifying bibliographic 

information along with a url link to the item record on 

Informit. You may cite any resource, including Issues 

Summaries and Expert Interview videos. 

Citation styles: Several common citation styles are 

available including the default style: APA (7th edition).

Knights, David, Alexa McAuley, Luke 

Wolstencroft, and Joppe Veul. “River 

Landscapes and Designing with Deep 

Time.” 2025. Landscape Architecture 

Australia, no. 185, Architecture Media, 

2025, pp. 24–27, 

https://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/info

rmit.T2025012400007901685436457.
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